CLERK'S OFFICE

Date:. %

APPROVED
“L7-01

Assembly Members: Von Gemmingen, Abney,
Fairclough, Clementson, Taylor, Sullivan,
Traini, Kendall, Tesche, Tremaine,Van Etten

Submitted by Chair of the Assembly
At the Request of the Jj&yvor
Preparedby  Department of Health
Human Services
For Reading: apr11, 17, 2001

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 2001:114

AM 367-2001



SORNTRAN D W

11
12

13
14

Endorsement of Senate Bill 38 and House Bill 65 Relating to Health Care Coverage
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM

No. aM 367-2001

Meeting Date: _APRTL 17, 70m
From: Mayor

Subject: Endorsement of Senate Bill 38 and House Bill 65 Relating to Health Care
Coverage for Persons Diagnosed with Breast or Cervical Cancer

Breast cancer is the most common invasive cancer for Alaskan women. Early detection
increases the treatment options and the survival rates. Localized breast cancer has a 97%
survival rate; if the cancer has spread regionally, the rate is 76% and if the cancer has
metastasized the rate drops to 21%.

Cervical cancer rates have declined steadily since the Pap smear test became available.
When detected at an early stage even invasive cervical cancer is one of the most
successfully treatable cancers with a 91% survival rate.

Currently the federal government pays for screening and diagnosis for low-income and
uninsured women through the Center's for Disease Control's Breast & Cervical Cancer
Early Detection Program. However, once cancer is diagnosed, there is no mechanism for
providing treatment. Senate Bill 38 and House Bill 65 support the option to accept federal
funds to expand Madicaid coverage for treatment for low-income women with no other
coverage.

The attached resolution is being submitted to demonstrate support for this legislation and to
urge the Alaska State Legislature to pass SB38 and HB65.

RECOMMENDATION:

THE ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDS THE ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION BE APPROVED
DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT FOR PASSAGE OF SB38 AND HB6S.

partment of Health & Human Services

George P. Wuerch
Mavor
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Municipality of Anchorage

ANCHORAGE WOMEN'S COMMISSION

George P. Wuerch, P.O. Box 196650
Mayor Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650

http://www.ci.anchorage.ak.us

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Women’s Commission exists to advise the Mayor and Assembly on
matters pertaining to the status of women and is particularly concerned with improving
opportunities for women in the community including recommendations on legislative and
administrative action pertaining to women’s issues; and

WHEREAS, the federal government has expanded Medicaid coverage for cancer treatment to
women diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer through the Centers for Disease Control’s Breast
and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (BCCEDP); and

WHEREAS, Governor Tony Knowles introduced legislation (SB38 and HB65), which allows
Alaska to opt into a federal-state insurance program (Medicaid), to gain federal dollars to treat
uninsured women who have been diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer diagnosed by the
Center for Disease Control’s screening program, and

WHEREAS, the state’s share of the cost is approximately $175,000, based on the current
Alaskan population; and

WHEREAS, early detection and treatment is curative, thereby maintaining the quality of life for
the individual, the family, and the community as a whole;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Anchorage Women’s Commission strongly
recommends the Mayor and Assembly fully support SB38 and HB65, an Act relating to a new
optional group of persons eligible for medical assistance who require treatment for breast or

cervical cancer.
M /&M B W /0, 200 /
Deborah Gomez, Chair /  Date

Anchorage Women’s Commission
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SENATE BILL NO. 38
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

Introduced: 1/16/01
Referred: Labor and Commerce, Health, Education and Social Services, Finance

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to a new optional group of persons eligible for medical assistance who

require treatment for breast or cervical cancer; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.07.020(b) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(15) persons who have been diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer
and who are eligible for coverage under 42 U.S.C. 1396a(10)(A)(ii)(XVIII).
* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

SB0038A -1- SB 38
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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HOUSE BILL NO. 65
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

Introduced: 1/16/01
Referred: Health, Education and Social Services, Finance

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to a new optional group of persons eligible for medical assistance who

require treatment for breast or cervical cancer; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.07.020(b) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(15) persons who have been diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer
and who are eligible for coverage under 42 U.S.C. 1396a(10)(A)(iNX VD).
* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

HB0065a -1- HB 65
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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